
   

 

APRIL 2012 
James Hobart, Minister 

Stephanie Flessert, Office Administrator 
Kerry Duma, Director of Religious Education  

Karen Haskell, Choir Director 
 

Sunday Services & Religious Education for Children/Youth—10:00 a.m. 
W299 N5595 Grace Drive, Hartland, WI 53029 

At the intersection of Hwy E & Hwy K  

April 1: "Human Rights for Females," by Maxine Neil *, UUSC Director of Institutional Advancement 
UUSC’s work around gender is woven throughout its civil liberties, environmental justice, economic 
justice, and rights in humanitarian crises programs. We will discuss the work from several angles – from 
the protection of women and girls in the displacement camps of Darfur, Sudan, to the establishment of 
housing for orphaned girls in Camp Oasis in Haiti – all from a human-rights and social-justice 
perspective. Our unique approach to gender programs not only addresses security and protection on 
a short-term basis, but also provides training for participants to establish skills for lifelong empowerment. 

April 8: “Renewing the Gift of Life”, James A. Hobart, A Homily 
Easter Inter-generational All Church Service 
The entire congregation- youth and adults- come together for our celebration of Easter.  The various 
traditions of Easter - a variety of ancient pagan practices, various Christian interpretations, our UU 
understanding growing out of the liberal perspectives of the Radical Reformation - all are themes of 
personal and societal renewal.  

April 15: "How to Graduate Kindergarten”, Dr. Paul Norton ** 
When we went to kindergarten, we intensified our search for two things. I will discuss how we can have 
a new relationship with ourselves and finally graduate kindergarten.  

April 22: “Living with Our Neighbors, Living On Our Earth”, James A. Hobart, preaching 
A Celebration for the 42nd Observation of Earth Day  
This is a Green Sanctuary service, in keeping with LCUUC’s ongoing commitment to sustainability. What 
is the environmental impact of our ways of living? The UUA and the UU Ministry for Earth is cooperating 
with the Earth Day Network to promote “One Billion Acts of Green.” Here are a couple we can 
practice. (1) Consider an alternative way than individually driving to get to church. Could you: 
carpool? bicycle? walk? take public transportation? (2) Participate in the Green Potluck Lunch 
following the service. Bring a dish that as far as possible is made of local products, organic, vegetarian, 
non-processed.    

APRIL COLLECTIONS: April 1 - UU Service Committee / April 15 - Oconomowoc Food Pantry 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

News for Lake Country UUs 
Lake Country Unitarian Universalists 

rejoice in life, find the sacred, seek justice, 
with open minds and hearts. 

April 29: "RE-flections and Transitions" 
LCUUC's High School Class will share how they have spent their year living and learning from our UU 
principles. Special presentations will be made by the seniors, as they transition to adulthood. Come to 
be inspired! 

Speaker Bios: 
* Maxine Neil has been the director of UUSC’s Institutional Advancement Department since 2007. She came to UUSC with al-
most three decades of fundraising experience, and is responsible for the strategic direction of fundraising for the organization. 
 Before joining UUSC, Neil served on the fundraising staff of the Dana-Farber Cancer Institute in Boston, Mass., and was a 
member of that organization's diversity council for six years. She has served on the board of the Direct Marketing Fundraising 
Association and on the conference committee for the Massachusetts Chapter of the Association of Fundraising Professionals. 
She is a graduate of the University of Massachusetts, Boston. 
 
** Paul Norton is a practicing Mahayana Buddhist in the tradition of the Vietnamese Zen master Thich Nhat Hanh. He is one of 
the founding members, and is the present president, of the Mindfulness Community of Milwaukee. He is also an instructor at the 
Mindfulness Center. He teaches a variety of classes including Mindfulness in Everyday Life. He has been teaching classes in 
mindfulness since 1996. He has spoken with many church, civic, and academic groups about mindfulness and Buddhist prac-
tice. He also completed a three month unit in Clinical Pastoral Education at St. Luke’s Hospital in the spring of 2001. He was or-
dained as a core member of the Order of Interbeing (a special commitment to practice) in October 1999. His ordination name 
is True Boundless Radiance.  He is also a pediatrician and father of two young adult children. He presently practices develop-
mental behavioral pediatrics. 
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Prelude 
 
 As I write (Sunday afternoon, March 25), stewardship visits begin 
for the 2012-2013 church year. During the month of March, a number 
of people have done an outstanding job of bringing the program 
together. There have been two stewardship workshops for those who 
are visiting members and friends of the congregation. We have had 
stewardship testimonials during each Sunday service for a number of 
weeks. I have found these moving, inspiring and motivating. Each 
offered a facet of the “jewel” that is Lake Country UU Church. It has 
been remarkable to hear these stories. 
 When you hear from your visitor, please welcome them. They are not there to do a sales 
job or a snow job about LCUUC. They do want to have a conversation with you about why 
they are committed to this church community and they want to hear your story, too. When 
you two have completed your discussion, they would like to have your signed, sealed in an 
envelope, and delivered 2012-2013 pledge card. 
 The next three weeks are the time-frame to complete the stewardship visits. Sunday, 
April 15, is when we will make the announcement about the outcome. At this early date, 
we have received more than 25 advance pledges from the Board, the finance committee, 
the stewardship team, committee chairs and some committee members. The last I heard, 
these people had increased their pledges an average of more than 15%. This is 
outstanding. 
 
 Moving along … April arrives. I remember a sort of poem from my childhood, “March 
snow brings April showers. April showers bring May flowers.” It has not worked this way this 
year. There was virtually no March snow, few showers, and flowers were coming up and 
trees were budding out by the middle of the month. What do you suppose April and May 
hold for us? Having lived in Denver for eighteen years, where the only month it never snows 
is July, I shudder just a bit pondering our possible spring surprises. Come what may, Easter 
will arrive on April 8. Thinking about our strange weather pattern reminds me that only in the 
northern hemisphere is Easter in the spring. In the southern hemisphere, weather in April is 
like our October. I think it puts a different face on Easter for people to be in the midst of the 
autumn harvest, and preparing for winter. It is a reminder to us that Easter is not all or only 
about spring. Whatever comes, we will celebrate Easter on April 8. Do keep a sweater, a 
jacket and a raincoat close by! 
                    James A. Hobart 

OFFICE HOURS:                                         Stephanie Flessert, Office Administrator  
Church Office: (262) 369-1703                                             E-mail: admin@lcuuc.org 
 

Mon. / Tues. / Fri. = 10 a.m.—3 p.m. & Thurs. = 12—4:30 p.m. 
 

Anyone wishing to meet with our minister, Rev. James Hobart, or our Director of Religious Education, 
Kerry Duma, should call and make an appointment. 

The Caring Circle is available to help during tough times! 

The Caring Circle is available to provide short-term practical assistance and support  

to LCUUC members &d friends during times of illness, death, birth or other challenging  

circumstances.  We can provide meals, transportation, visitation, shopping, light housework 

and light yard work. Contact Lynne S, if you are in need of some assistance. 

 



3  

 

ON BOARD 
 

 Your elected LCUUC Board, with insight and input from our dedicated 
committees, including lay leadership and general membership, continues 
to work closely with our most excellent ½ time minister. We are committed 
to providing leadership and to serving you and LCUUC. 
 
In brief the March meeting focused upon: 
 
► Policy revisions or creation of a new policy regarding the church’s members e-mail list 

and the open microphone list.   
* Membership Committee organization and processes - there will be an 
 “Introduction to UU-ism” class held on April 22nd, plans are made to hold four 
 regularly scheduled classes each year 

► Planning, supporting/ promoting the fashion show on May 6th to benefit the LCUUC’s 
 Social Action 
► Green Fair 
► Leadership 
► Continued discussion, support and planning for effective stewardship and our goal of 
 “WE Can Be More” 

  
 Please take a moment now to think, to feel, to reflect, to remember and find 
celebration in our exciting accomplishments. On a December Sunday, I briefly spoke to 
remind us all that some 15 years ago a very small group of people wanted to establish a 
vibrant UU in Lake Country, so they made it happen! 
 And continuing through these years together, our members and friends (someone or 
“someone’s together”) decided that we would have: a strategic plan, a permanent 
church home …our own building, to hire a minister, create a community garden, bring in 
solar power, to fund a new roof, to do meaningful service trips with youth and adults 
combined, to bring the OWL program here, to have a choir, to make music a priority - to 
have amazing and dedicated musicians, to have/host Youth Cons, to support Fair 
Passage and other local services, to transform this space into our own sanctuary, to plant 
more trees and to make our 5 acres more natural, to have a bonfire/picnic area, to have 
a labyrinth, a memorial garden, to annually hold community building retreats, to both 
offer and to support religious education, to engage deeply in social action and justice, 
and more ….   These things came about simply because someone (or someones together) 
had drive and vision and decided to take action. So many areas we touch to make a 
positive difference, Thank you, all you some-ones!  
 All of our long term vision and strategic plans, evolving from discussion and democratic 
process include a strong desire to have Full Time Ministry at LCUUC. The consensus of our 
congregation for this goal remains strong.  
 We want to have a deeply connected, caring, involved and living in our community 
minister. One who personally knows us, who leads us, nurtures us, inspires us, and at times 
challenges us.  
 We want a full time minister whose sermons provide that great balance of “Head & 
Heart”, a leader from the pulpit that regularly offers something deeper intellectually or 
religiously for us to think about between services, a minister who leads us to live and 
advance to others our 7 principles - who helps us with spiritual connection and growth, 
with RE, with local social action and social justice.  
 For many years we have dreamed of “when we have a full time minister” but without 
true assurance that we could. 
 I say we can!  
 To accomplish this, we have specific membership as well as financial benchmarks that 
we will reach together, in community.  
 Join with me in sharing enthusiasm for our history of accomplishment with confidence 
for our future to include full time ministry 
                                                                                                             Al H 
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 Apr i l  Calendar of Events  
(all events at LCUUC unless otherwise noted) 

 
 

Every Sunday   Church Service & RE Classes        10 a.m. 

       Youth Group             11:15 a.m. 

Every Tuesday   SOS (Secular Organizations for Sobriety)    7–8:30 p.m. 

 

Sunday, 1    Choir practice             8:25 a.m. 

       “Hungry for Change” discussion session    11:45 a.m. 

Tuesday, 3    T’ai Chi class (beginning & continuing)     6 p.m. 

Wednesday, 4   Library Committee meeting        6 p.m. 

Sunday, 8    Easter Service 

Monday, 9    Board meeting            6:30 p.m. 

Tuesday, 10    T’ai Chi class (beginning & continuing)     6 p.m. 

       Membership Committee meeting      6 p.m. 

Wednesday, 11  Caring Circle Workshop          6:30 p.m. 

Thursday, 12   Philosophy Class: Heidegger        6:30 p.m. 

Saturday, 14   Day of Mindfulness           8:15 a.m. - 4 p.m. 

Sunday, 15    Choir practice             8:25 a.m. 

Monday, 16    Social Action Committee meeting      5:30 p.m. 

Tuesday, 17    T’ai Chi class (beginning & continuing)     6 p.m. 

Thursday, 19   Philosophy Class: Heidegger        6:30 p.m. 

Friday, 20    Parent Covenant Group         5:30 p.m. 

       Socrates Café @ Milw. St. Traders, Delafield   7 p.m. 

       NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 

Saturday, 21   Green Fair              10 a.m. - 3 p.m. 

Sunday, 22    Choir practice             8:25 a.m. 

       Green Sanctuary pot luck lunch       11:30 a.m. 

       UU Orientation             12 noon 

Tuesday, 24    T’ai Chi class (beginning & continuing)     6 p.m. 

Thursday, 26   Philosophy Class: Heidegger        6:30 p.m. 

Sunday, 29    Choir practice             8:25 a.m. 

 

*Secular Organizations for Sobriety, also known as Save Our Selves, is dedicated to providing a path to sobriety, an 
alternative to those paths depending upon supernatural or religious beliefs. SOS respects diversity, welcomes 
healthy skepticism, and encourages rational thinking as well as the expression of feelings. 

1 Arlene R 
9 Roland D 
9 Esther F 
10 David C 
11 Rhiannon R 
12 Joanne N 
15 Dawn J 
16 Lynnellen P 

20 Laurie S 
22 Mason A 
22 Anna F 
22 Maya P 
22 Tim P 
23 Yvonne F 
25 Colleen  
29 Kevin S 

APRIL 

(Please contact Stephanie Flessert if your name is not included in the birthday congratulations.) 
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Stewardship 2012 – 2013   

We Can BE MORE! 
 

Stewardship was kicked off Sunday, March 25, with a celebration 

pancake breakfast. Over the next three weeks, visiting Stewards will 

contact members of the congregation providing them pledge cards 

and exchanging stories about highlights and experiences with LCUUC. 

 

One of the changes in Stewardship this year included a staged 

approach to submitting pledges. Our Board of Directors was the first to 

pledge and each of them pledged at or above the Sustainer level on 

the Giving Guide Chart. Collectively, their pledges resulted in a 25% 

increase over last year. Next, a group of committee leaders submitted 

pledges. At the time of writing, total pledges to date, are 15% over last year. 

 

With this continued level of generosity comes much possibility for this church. 

 

While not all of us are able to embark on this journey at the same pace, we know that it will 

require a high percentage of members giving near the Sustainer level in order to support the 

important milestone of full-time ministry.   

 

Also new this year is that each member of the Board is serving as a visiting Steward. Never before 

has Stewardship received this level of commitment from our leadership team and minister. Rev. 

Hobart has been central to our Stewardship plan and has met with each person serving as a 

visiting Steward to ensure clarity of vision and goals. 

 

Light  

If you have any questions about the Stewardship campaign, please contact one of our team 

members or discuss with your visiting Steward. 

 

On behalf of our LCUUC Members and Friends, thank you to everyone who has pledged their 

financial support.  We’re off to a great start! 

 

     Stewardship Team 

     Susan A, Jeff B, Sue B, Terri F, Tim F, Kathie G 

 

 the Flame 

You will have the opportunity to paint a tile in the Social Hall after service during the next couple 

of weeks.  Tiles will be used to complete our chalice mosaic by creating the flame to sit atop it.   

 

Monitor progress toward our goal of $175,000 with the eight-foot 3D chalice and flame in the 

Social Hall.  The flame grows with each pledge submitted at or above Sustainer level. 

 

Church of the Larger Fellowship: 

It's that time of year when we start thanking church volunteers, celebrating the “Coming of 

Agers,” celebrating families, attending graduations, and spring!  The Church of the Larger 

Fellowship (http://www.questformeaning.org/) offers a variety of UU pendants and lapel pins 

for all ages and genders at affordable prices. Visit the CLF Shop at https://

www.questformeaning.org/shop/. Questions? Call Beth: 617-948-6150. 

http://www.questformeaning.org/
https://www.questformeaning.org/shop/
https://www.questformeaning.org/shop/
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Social Action Committee 
What LCUUC did in Mar. to improve our 

world: 

 Collected for the Pewaukee Food Pantry. 

 Collected for contributions toward our  
membership dues to Southeastern Wisconsin 
Common Ground, a broad-bases social 
issues group working on critical issues in our 
area. 

 Volunteered for the Habitat for Humanity 
work day on Saturday, March 17. 

 Collected coats and winter clothing for 
the Hope Center’s Clothing Shop for adults 
and children in need in Waukesha. 

 Set up, prepared, and served the Bread 
of Life Community Outreach Meal at St. 
Anskar’s Church in Hartland. 

 Co-sponsored the UU Church West 8th 
Annual Peace Conference: Interrupting Our 
Culture of Violence on Sunday, March 25. 

 Attended the Festival of Flowers 
Luncheon in support of Interfaith Senior 
Programs. 

 Donated individually to Match Day, 
when online donations were matched by 
the Greater Milwaukee Foundation to 
groups such as the Hope Center, the 
Women’s Center, the Food Pantry of 
Waukesha County and Hebron House of 
Hospitality. 

 Attended a Common Ground meeting 
to discuss strategy for the May 7 Brookfield 
Planning Commission meeting on the 
proposed Brookfield Mosque.  

 Planned the April 1 Justice Sunday 
service. 

THANK YOU to all who participated in these 
and other actions! 

What you can do in April 

 Attend the Justice Sunday service on 

April 1, at which Maxine Neil speaks on 

ending violence against women in Haiti. Ms. 

Neil is the director of the Institutional 

Advancement Department at the UU 

Service Committee. 

 Donate to the designated monthly 

collection on April 1, for the UU Service 

Committee to support its work to advance 

human rights and social justice around the 

world. 

 Donate to the Food Pantry Collection on 

Sunday, April 15 for the Oconomowoc Food 

Pantry. Please note that because of Justice 

Sunday on April 1, this collection has been 

moved to the third Sunday of the month in 

April. 

 Attend the Common Ground Spring 

Assembly on Sunday, April 29 at the Italian 

Community Center in Milwaukee, time to be 

announced (likely mid-afternoon). Stand up 

with Common Ground for social 

improvements in our communities related to 

housing, education and health care. 

Contact Betsy F. for more information. 

 Volunteer for the next Habitat for 

Humanity work day on Saturday, April 14.  

Contact Tom H. for details. 

 If you are in high school, sign up to serve 

the next Hope Center Outreach Meal on 

April 6. Contact Janice T. to sign up. 

 Bring in spring/summer clothing for our 

collection for The Hope Center and place 

them in the bins under the long tables in the 

lobby. Contact Diane M. for more 

information. 

 

Other Social Action Committee News 

 The Social Action Committee submitted a proposal in March for matching grant funds 
from the UU Association to join Southeastern Wisconsin Common Ground, which will allow 
us to work on critical social issues in the area alongside other faith communities and 
organizations. 

  The next Social Action Committee meeting is on Monday, April 16 at 5:30 p.m. in the 
Middle School classroom (Classroom 1). All are welcome to attend! 
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Religious Education 
RE-flections from your Director of Religious Education 

 

 In our church, as in our lives, we are called upon to care for each other.  Our ability to love and 

care for each other can be tested and deepened in community.  As the Rev. Jeanne Nieuwejaar 

states in the book “The Gift of Faith”, “Compassion and forgiveness are meaningless in the abstract.  

They are learned only in part through lessons.  They are learned fully through life, through the experi-

ence of being cared for and of being accepted and held even when we have been weak or 

wrong or hurtful.  They are learned by being among others whose hearts and minds are truly open 

to one another.  They are learned as we are coached and held accountable for such virtues, as we 

are expected to live them out.”   

 Our church contains all kinds of people, young and old.  Each of us comes here with our unique 

gifts and abilities.  We come here to learn, to make connections with others and to grow spiritually.   

Let us learn to appreciate the many gifts that each of us bring and support each other in our jour-

neys. 

                   Warmly in faith, 

                   Kerry Duma, DRE 

Green Sanctuary Sunday Service and pot luck lunch on April 22 

Our April 22 Sunday service will honor Earth Day (begun in 1970 by Wisconsin senator Gaylord Nel-

son). We will again have a pot luck lunch after the service, featuring organic/local/sustainably-

produced food. Please bring a dish to pass if you can, and enjoy! Also, to reduce our ecological 

footprint, please walk, bicycle, or carpool to church that day (and every other day if you can). 

 

Green Sanctuary Accreditation 

A major LCUUC congregational goal for this year is to achieve official Green Sanctuary accredita-

tion by the UU Ministry for Earth for our church. The Green Sanctuary program provides a path for 

congregational study and reflection and a call to individual and collective actions in response to 

environmental challenges. Our committee has been working diligently putting together our applica-

tion for Green Sanctuary candidacy, in which we describe our congregational profile, Green Sanctu-

ary committee, and environmental assessment for our church, then put together an action plan in 

four church-life areas to align us with the UU Seventh Principle of Respect for the interdependent 

web of all existence of which we are a part. Our goal is to submit our application by our April 22 Earth 

Day service. 

 

Lake Country Moving to Solar  

Our solar electric system has generated nearly 14,000 kilowatt hours of electricity since it began op-

eration in August, for which WE Energies pays us over $1,700. We are well on track to generate 25,000 

kwh per year, which will generate over $3,100 in revenue at the present electric rate. 

 

Recycling 

Remember, LCUUC promotes recycling as an alternative to just throwing things away to be buried in 

landfills. Please use the blue bins in the Social Hall for paper and cardboard, #1 and #2 plastic, and 

#5 plastic, and put kitchen wastes in the compost bin. Also there is a box for safely recycling your 

compact fluorescent lamps (CFL). 

 

Submitted by 

Gerry F 

Green Sanctuary 
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 Get Involved / Things to Do 

 Terrific Tuesdays 
Now that Dr. Paul Norton's Intravaganza 

has ended, interest has been expressed 

in having a lay-led Meditation session 

twice a month. It would be on the sec-

ond and fourth Tuesday or Wednesday 

of each month. The format would be the 

same as our previous "Terrific Tuesdays": starting at 7PM at 

LCUUC with 20 minutes of sitting meditation, then 20 min-

utes of walking meditation (inside, or outside weather per-

mitting), and 20 more minutes of sitting meditation, fol-

lowed by a break and then reading from a book on Medi-

tation with discussion as desired. We are usually done by 

8:30PM. We were last reading from "The Wise Heart" (A 

guide to the universal teachings of Buddhist psychology) by 

Jack Kornfield).  If you have a book on Meditation that you 

have found helpful, we would hope that you'd bring it 

along. Please do let me know if you are interested in a Tues-

day or Wednesday lay-led meditation group. Friends and 

family (no young children of course) are welcome! Dr. Nor-

ton said he would stop by now and then. Questions or sug-

gestions?   Call Diane M. 

Socrates Café  
Socrates Café will 

take place on Fri-

day, April 20  from 7 

to 9 p.m. at Milwau-

kee Street Traders, 

523 Milwaukee 

Street in Delafield. Socrates Café 

consists of a casual, lively philoso-

phical discussion! Bring a question 

(if you’d like), such as “What is 

courage?” or “What is enough?” 

Using the Socratic method, in 

which the meanings of the words 

and the underlying assumptions in 

the question are examined, we will 

perhaps not answer the question, 

but it will be explored from many 

angles. Come to listen or to partici-

pate in discussion. We hope to see 

you there! Contact Lynne S with 

any questions. 

 

DAY OF MINDFULNESS 
Finding Right Intention 

Lake Country Unitarian Universalist Church 
W299N5595 Grace Dr., Hartland, WI 53029 

April 14, 2012 
9 am until 4 pm    

(Church opens at 8:15 for coffee and fellowship) 
 

Paul Norton, an ordained member of the Order of Interbeing, will lead a day of meditation, 
instruction, and sharing. No previous experience is required. 

 
Sponsored by LCUUC and the Mindfulness Community of Milwaukee. 

Registration fee:   $15 
Lunch is communal, i.e., potluck is encouraged. (Vegetarian, please) 

 
To register:   Write to:  Mindfulness Community of Milwaukee, 

1922 East Park Place, Milwaukee, WI 53211   or 
Email at:  milwmindful@hotmail.com. 

You may pay on the day but advance registration, to plan the day, is recommended.  

 

mailto:milwmindful@hotmail.com
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RETREAT PROJECT 
 

As part of this year’s Retreat in February, we 

helped make bookshelves for the Children’s 

Free Library at the Hope Center.  Many thanks 

to Phil S for all his work designing them, procur-

ing the supplies, cutting all the wood, assem-

bling and delivering them! 

 

We do not inherit the 
earth from our ancestors, 
we borrow it from our 
children.   

 ~ Native American 
Proverb 
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For further information, contact the church office by calling: 262-369-1703 
or by e-mailing: church@lcuuc.org. 
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News for Lake Country UUs 
 

 

Lake Country Unitarian Universalist Church 

W299 N5595 Grace Drive, Hartland, WI 53029 

262-369-1703  

www.lcuuc.org 

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 
Submit all articles by the 20th of each month for 

inclusion in the next month’s newsletter. 

Mail items to: LCUUC—Newsletter,  

W299 N5595 Grace Drive, Hartland, WI 53029 

Or email to: newsletter@lcuuc.org 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 

Lake Country Unitarian Universalist Church is a 

religious community that encourages spiritual 

growth in compassion, wisdom and 

understanding. We draw inspiration from the 

principles of Unitarian Universalism, diverse religious 

sources, and the breadth of human experience. 

We seek to live in accordance with this inspiration, 

working for positive change in our community, 

country and the world. 

    

 

        Printed on recycled paper. 


